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Summary 
I am Artistic Director of Teatro 
Vivo, the theatre company I 
founded in 2005 and Creative 
Associate at Dash Arts 

I work as a freelance director and 
producer specialising in site-
specific, interactive and 
immersive theatre. 

I am a member of the board for 

Rewrite, a charity that brings 

together young people from 

different backgrounds to fight 

prejudice and injustice, through 

the power of drama and creative 

writing. 

I am passionate about telling 

stories that challenge the way we 

see the world and I am committed 

to making work that explodes the 

traditional to reach a wide and 

diverse audience. 

Contact 

sophiejaneaustin@gmail.com 

 

Links 

www.sophiejaneaustin.com 

www.teatrovivo.co.uk 

www.dasharts.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

1. 

 

SOPHIE AUSTIN 
THEATRE & FILM DIRECTOR 

 

Current Projects 

Teatro Vivo, 2004 - Present 

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR I produce, direct and programme events for renowned 
site-specific theatre company Teatro Vivo. 

Teatro Vivo transforms much loved stories into theatrical adventures; 
collaborating with communities and audiences to turn everyday 
environments into brave, new worlds. We make theatrical productions in any 
non-theatre venue and explore the environments that we work in to ensure 
our productions become an essential part of the community and a source of 
inspiration and entertainment for all. I set up Teatro Vivo in 2005 and I am 
responsible for initiating ideas for all the projects that we do.  
This involves commissioning writers, engaging the cast and creative team and 
sharing my vision with them. I prepare the briefs for each project and identify 
which artists I would like to work with. Working with a small team, I delegate 
projects and oversee their development, providing support, input and 
direction when necessary whilst having a strategic eye on the company’s 
future which I report on to our board and to funders.  
 

Recent TEATRO VIVO highlights include: 

 Twistov Charles Dickens’ famous story was given a contemporary 
twist as the audience went on an immersive, interactive manhunt 
down the streets and alleyways of Shoreditch. The play explored 
contemporary migration, arrival and survival in London. 
“Twistov is an immensely powerful and important play. The 
message of humanity and unity, presented as it was in such a 
magical way, remains with you long after the show.” Savage Journal 

 Arming the World An all singing and dancing street theatre satire 
about the arms trade which popped up across London including 
Trafalgar Square, Woolwich Arsenal and The Underbelly.  
“Excellent. A great idea exposing the arms trade in an original and 
funny way. I was laughing on the outside, but crying on the inside!” 
Audience member 

 Adventures in Wonderland, an interactive adventure that leads the 
audience on a journey following in Alice’s footsteps. Performed at 
venues across the UK including The Story Museum, Charlton House 
and the Catford Broadway.  

"It is full of raggle-taggle invention, and its cleverness lies in the way 
it casts the audience as co-conspirators. You won't lose your head, 
but you could lose part of your heart."  The Guardian 

Dash Arts, 2006 – Present 
CREATIVE ASSOCIATE - Dash Arts creates artistic experiences that change 
the way we see the world. Founded in 2005 by Josephine Burton and Tim 
Supple, Dash has rapidly emerged as a unique international creative force, 
producing new theatre, dance, music and art events in collaboration with 
exceptional artists from abroad.  

Dash Arts Highlights include 

 One Thousand and One Nights – Working as Associate Director 
on this epic international project. Supporting Tim Supple in the 
creation and delivery of a six hour production of the One 
Thousand and One Nights with a cast of actors and musicians 
drawn from across the Arabic world.  Casting and research over 
three years, travelling internationally to countries such as Syria, 
Lebanon, Morocco and Egypt, working in translation with a cast of 
25 actors, 10 musicians and an international production team.   
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The Future 
I am always looking for new 
challenges and collaborations. I 
love experimenting with form, 
mediums and technologies and 
am happy to lead on projects or 
be an outside eye to help 
develop ideas.  

Education 

2017 Raindance Film School 

Virtual Reality Training 

2006 – 2007 

Richmond Theatre, Script Writing 

Course with Emma Rosoman 

2003 – 2004  

National Theatre Business Course: 

Enterprise & Business Skills 

2001 – 2004  

2:1 BA in Theatre Directing   

Rose Bruford College, London 
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SOPHIE AUSTIN 
PRODUCER & DIRECTOR 

  

Freelance Director, 2004 to Present 

Over the last thirteen years, as well as running Teatro Vivo, I have established 
myself as a freelance director working across the subsidised and commercials 
sectors. I have specialised in making large scale work in non-theatre spaces 
and have begun to work in film, setting up SHH Productions, a female led, 
production company specialising in telling female focused, international 
stories.  

Highlights Include: 

 Greenham Common: 100 Years of War and Peace, Rosa Productions 
This was a large scale outdoor event celebrating 20 years of the 
Greenham Trust. The story of Greenham Common came alive 
through an amazing spectacle of performance, songs, light 
projections and live art. The Event was filmed for online broadcast 
and was covered by radio and TV. It portrayed one hundred years of 
history of the Common and the dramatic moments of war and peace 
that form part of its history. 

To say it was outstanding would be an understatement. This was a 
grand spectacular, the like of which has never been seen in our 
small town. Sir Peter Michael CBE 

 Professor Vanessa’s Wondershow, The Roundhouse 
Working with circus artists, sideshow performers, cabaret artists and 
the legendary Roundhouse space, I directed an immersive experience 
that took the audience back in time to a circus world to wonder at. 
“Instead of sitting passively, one wanders from intimate tent to 
tent, investigating whatever catches the eye. An Egyptian Mummy 
adds a dash of comic horror and visual trickery, while Kingdom of 
Shadows, is neatly enlivened by the bickering attendants.” ****  
Evening Standard 

 Just Gone, SHH Productions 
Shot in Morocco, my first short drama won the Prix De Jury at the 
Agadir film Festival in 2016.  

 

Significant Skills 

• Strategic Development: Having run my own theatre company for the last 
twelve years I have significant skills in strategic planning and development 
including business planning and developing strong financial strategies that 
have enabled the company to continually create new work. 

• Project Management: Since graduating I have had experience creating, 
managing and delivering projects as a freelance director for clients such 
as Miramax, Luminato Festival, The Young Vic, Roundhouse and Rosa 
Productions. I pride myself on my creative approach, my collaborative 
attitude and ability to delegate well to enable colleagues to make the 
most interesting and innovative projects.  

• Creative Programming: As a director, I always try to break out of 
traditional ways of storytelling and theatricality to reach new audiences. I 
have developed a dynamic and innovative way of telling stories that 
enables classic texts, political ideas and historical approaches to be seen 
from a fresh perspective.   

•Leadership: Whether running a rehearsal in a palace in Morocco, leading 
a technical rehearsal outside on Greenham Common or chairing a full 
company meeting, I am confident in my ability to lead with generosity, 
good humour and strength which empowers my colleagues and enables 
them to feel safe and able to do their best supported by my direction. 

 


